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POTATO D'GGERS TYPE of FARM MACHINERY THAT REDUCES NUMBER aff HANDS BUT CALLS for SKILLED LABOR

By ROBERT G. SKERRETT.
“Ol'l.' alies ave depending upon

the United Stutex” In these
words David Lubin, the American rep-
resentative  in the  Inlernational In-

stitnte of Agriculture at Rome, recently
sumived up the burden of food produe-
tion which stress of war has placed upon
the shoulders of the farmers of the United
Ntufes.

Heavy as 1his obligation would be in
nornal times, the task Lhas become mueh
muore difficuli by reason of our entry into
It will not suffice that we
appetites that have de-
long periods of plenty
and prosperity.  Self-demial will un-
doubtedly contribute to #n exportable
surplus, but notable hurdsbips may be im-
posed upon us in order that we may eon-
tribute vitul foodsiuffs to our allies in
the course of the eurrent vear.

The erying need, if we are to have suf-
ficieut food for ourselves and a liberal
volume to send abroad, is a proper sup-
ply of capuble farm labor. Muny things
have been promised by the constituted au-
thorities, but relativcly little has been
wchieved in meeting the situstion squarely
and furnishing a really practical solution
of this fundanental problem.

The up to date tiller of the soil is no
donbt patriotie, but he has soffered
through the resetion of his prompt re-
sponse to the appeal made to bim early
last vear to increase his cultivated aeres.
He is a business man and his readiness to
help has hurt him, as his annual balanee
shows. He has been erowded by many
cireumstances und his books bear indis-
putsble evidenee of losses where bhe
sounted vpon ressonable gains. The
prives for ferlilizers, seeds, farm tools and
freds hure mounted to more or less pro-
hibitive heights and then, by way of cli-
nax, he has suddenly realized that even
higher wages eonld not reernit for him
the necessary qualified labor.

There is a widespread disposition to
hoast of Ameriean ingenuity in evelving
lubor saving farm machinery. It is true
that from 18556 to 1804 the human effort
reyuired to produee one bushel of eorn de-
clined on an average from four hours
and a half to a span of but forty-one min-
utes. And in the matter of producing
wheat from 1830 {o 1804 f(he manual
labor needed diminished from three hours
aud three minutes {o ten minutes a bushel
of marketable grain.

But while cleverly devised apparatus
has made this time saving possible and
has enabled one man to do in a day what
formerly many men could not aceom-
plish belween sunrise and sunset, still
these mechunical aids have emphasized
the need of greater skill on the part of the
smaller sgricultural army. Untrained
boys, women and children unused to farm
work and the unaccustomed eity dwellers
are niol going 1o meel the difficulty. The
trained farmband is the man that is now
needed more than ever.

The qualified mechanic in the munition
plant is no more indispensable there than
the 3 agricultursl laborer js on

the conflicl.
merely  resiruin
veloped during

experienced _
the farm. Here in Greater Now Yerk “tnd dic

people are somewhat prone to look upon
the remofer States as the ol their
duily food, quite forgettiff how much
they have to depend upon the nearhy
ficlds. Yel the conditions as they have de-
veloped within New York State may well
be cited to make clear the circumstanees
that are fairly eommon the country over.

Opinions of Puul T. Brady upon agri-
caltural lopics bave already been printed
in TRE Svxpay Sox.  His position is nn-
common und adds espeeial foree to what
be has to suy. As a eonspicuous figure In
one of America’s largest electrical manu-
facturing companies, a eaptuin of indus-
try, he has gone in for farming as a side
insue, hent upen sbowing that business
meihods applied to the land will yield
compensating returns and make of agri-
cultnre a bulanced, dependable industry.
He lias applied to his bundreds of acres
in Duirhess county the seme administra-
tive weumen whi<h has placed him where
e is in commereial Life.

In unswer 1o an inquiry as to his opin-
wn regurding the prospeets for an ample
supply of lubor on the farms and the
probable production of foodstnffs during
1918 Mr. Brady said:

“When President Wilson made his ap-
peal in Lhe spring of 1917 for the plant-
ing of everything suseeptible of produe-
ing foodstuffs for the United States und
for the world at lurge il necessary nene
were more loyal, none made greater ef-
forts than the owners of furms through-
onl the United States. Mainy men who

~ had previously planted but a small sere-

age did their utmost to increuse their
fields, and as a resalt our potate erop for
1917 exeeeded by more than 100,000,000
bushels that of any other year.

“Then labor on the farms was substan-
tially nndisturbed, but later eame the eall
for volunteers for the army aud the navy
and finally the military draft. Agricul-
tural workers began to leave the farms by
reason of the lure of the higher wages of
the munition factories nnd the patriotie
bids of the fighting serviees.

“The consequenee of this tide of trained
men moving sway from (he farms told
hurifully before the close of agrienltural
aelivity. Many farmers who had planted
erops with the expectation of thoroughly
caltivaling them, barvesting and storing
what might be needisary and selling the
surplus found themselves towards the lat-
ter part of the season without the need-
ful help {o finish the coltivation, or, if
this were done, they were afterward
without aid at the time of harvest. It was
only logical that large quantities of food-
stuffs were left ungathered and spoiled
where they stood.

“My own experienee has been much like
that of many others in trying to respond
to the Presidential appeal. Last spring 1
decided to use every resouree to produee
as large a crop a8 possible of foodstuffs,
both to feed a big herd of milk produeing
cattle and to raise young stock to sell in
the markets of the world.

“I need from thirty to forty men all the
time, as 1 have nearly 400 bead of mileh
cows, young stock, &e., and the growing
of feed for these eatlle as well as the eare
of them demands a good force of farm
laborers. It was plain to me last spring
that I waos likély to run short of workers

Brown University students and some high
sehool boys, in all about twelve.

“An inexpérietieed man from office life
van Jearn in the time set but little of the

“Most of these young men were without % ways of working a farm; farmers are

any knowledge of farm operations. Some
of the high srbool boys were worse than
useless; they were a nuisanee and bad to
be got rid of. The aniversity men, being
arquainted with one another, worked to-
gether and did very well, but even so they
had to be under the egre and direction of
experienced men nearly all the time.
“Many other farmers are in the same
tix, although not all of those I know in
my neighborhood are as lurge employers
of lubor as I am. I ean reeall many in-
stuneces in which farmers in Dutchess
eounty have gold their entire herds of cat-
tle becanse they could.not maintsin them,
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“] am not an advoeate of priee fixing on
farm produee or, so far as that is eom-
verned, on any other merchandise, but it
would reem o me, inusmuech as the Gov-
ernment has started along this line of
regulation, that it might be well to go
further in the name of expedi
fore. I recommend that the pri
on the 1918 potato erop.

“A short while sago I seriously
ered selling every bhead of eaitle
owned and letting the land lie &
raore help could be secured. U
taought 1 decided not to do this for
nomie reasons.

“In my establishment I expeet to
duee this yvear 2,000,000 pounds of
from my dairy herd, a large number of
voung stock, approximately 200, and
other produets. It would be something of
a public ealamity to dissipate these re-
sonrees. Let me make this plaimer.

“Thd 2,000,600 pounds of milk T eount
upon getting is the equivalent in food
value of 1,000,000 pounds of beef. To
obtain 1,000,000 pounds of beef would
take 2,000 head of cattle dressing 500
pounds apiece after a eonsiderable peri
of feeding and fatiening.

“But when 2,000 bead of eal
been kiiled and turmed
vital eourse eomes to an
herd, on the other hand,
ing 2,000,000 pounds of
birth to from 200 to 300 ealves,
mains intaet and eapable of furt
duction snd reproduetion.

“Bearing these facts in mind, I
ing lo try to keep things rumning,

.

the outlook is mot encouraging.
the past week the man in
creamery was drafted and
very hard indeed to replace hi
been examined and passed
musiered into the army.
“Another one of my mainstays on the
farm, a son, has been calied for the avia-
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not of a elaes that would prove of sub-
stantial valoe either fo our military ranks
or to the army of industrial workers.
“Many uninformed writers tell us to
‘utilize the boy#; utilize the men from the
offices and the cities; put the women to
work in the fields’ Let me say that few

“df thitwe boys

e gt are' #f' th be o' it’ firm' wod
ingly T setured’ &’ nuiiber “6F "iven” thein Daaf* *1'€ W Gen o

1

crown, not made in a few weeks. An
imtrained farmhand with a pair of horses
and a riding cultivator geing into a fleld.
of comn, potaioes, &e., ean do more dam-
age in a day than his serviees are werth
in an eatire semson.

“As for women, the native born are not
eduested for farmy work. They might be
foreed to learn in the course of a number

dition for the year 1915-19, one more
-eri-lh_lmnlie-vq. Where,
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